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     WHICH INDIANS? 
• FEDERALLY RECOGNIZED TRIBES 
• MARYLAND STATE RECOGNIZED TRIBES 
• INDIGENOUS MD INDIAN GROUPS 
• NON-INDIGENOUS MD INDIAN GROUPS 
• ADJOINING STATE RECOGNIZED TRIBES 

 
• MARYLAND COMMISSION ON INDIAN AFFAIRS (MCIA) 

 
• CONSULTATION DOES NOT NORMALLY APPLY TO SELF-

IDENTIFIED INDIVIDUAL NATIVE AMERICANS 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
SHA’s Native American Consultation process is new and still evolving.  MD has over 57,000 individuals who claim some Native American heritage, but only a small portion belong to groups that will be involved in consultation with SHA.  SHA consults with a number of different Native American entities which have different statuses.





FEDERALLY RECOGNIZED TRIBES 

Considered Sovereign Nations 
FHWA is required to consult with Federally 

recognized tribes under NHPA and NEPA and 
other legislation and Executive Orders 

Consultation takes place at a government to 
government level 

FHWA cannot delegate responsibilities 
 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are no Federally recognized tribes resident in Maryland but perhaps 15 tribes have interests in Maryland based on historic activities in the state in colonial times, and their role in absorbing large numbers of Maryland Indian refugees.  

Technically, all consultation with Federally recognized tribes should be conducted by FHWA to meet the Govt. to Govt. level of coordination required by their sovereign status.

For SHA,  FHWA identified and made initial contacts with 13 Federally recognized tribes by letter.   SHA has undertaken project specific consultation.  FHWA is still ultimately responsible and technically should get approval of the tribes in advance before delegating project-specific consultation to a state DOT.   

SHA plans to do MOAs with specific tribes in the future. The next step is a tribal summit with face-to-face meetings.




FEDERALLY RECOGNIZED TRIBES 
CONSULTING WITH SHA 

Haudenosaunee (Iroquois) 
• Oneida Indian Nation, Onondaga Nation, Tuscarora 

Nation, St. Regis Mohawk 

Delaware 
• Delaware Nation, Delaware Tribe of Indians 

Shawnee 
• Absentee Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma, Eastern 

Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma, Shawnee Tribe 

 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
These are the federally recognized tribes with whom SHA currently consults.  The following groups have declined:

Seneca Nation of Indians
Tonowanda Seneca Nation
Cayuga Nation
Stockbridge-Munsee Community Band of Mohican Indians




Lenape 
(Delaware) 

Shawnee 

Shawnee 

Haudenosaunee 
(Iroquois) 

HISTORICAL AREAS OF INTEREST 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
These are approximate historically relevant areas of interest for the Federally recognized tribes.  The Iroquois Five Nations had protracted dealings the Susquehannock and Piscataway  Indians in Maryland, eventually defeating both groups and then absorbing their refugees.  By right of conquest of the extinct Susquehannock, the Iroquois claimed the Maryland upper Eastern and Western shores in treaty negotiations. The Tuscarora migrated through Central Maryland in the early 18th century in order to join the Iroquois League. ��A small portion of the Delaware drainage system, the Christina River watershed, lies in northeastern Cecil County and was in Lenape territory.  The Nanticoke and Piscataway likely descended from the Delaware/Lenape and later incorporated refugees from the Maryland tribes.

The Shawnee were highly mobile and likely had ancestral prehistoric sites in far Western Maryland.  In the late 17th century the Shawnee had settlements in Cecil County, before establishing towns on the Upper Potomac in the early 18th century.  The Shawnee also absorbed Maryland Indian refugees.




STATE RECOGNIZED TRIBES 
• Two State Recognized Tribes 
 
 MARYLAND INDIAN GROUPS 
• Five unrecognized communities Indigenous to MD 

 
 

 
 

Consultation status as Regular Consulting Parties 
Environmental Justice Considerations 

Status Is Trumped By Federally Recognized Tribes 

MARYLAND COMMISSION ON INDIAN AFFAIRS 
 • MCIA represents the interests of MD Indians but does 

not speak for individual MD recognized tribes or 
groups 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Consultation with State-Recognized tribes is not required under NHPA but does fall under NEPA and Environmental Justice considerations.

A  Federal agency may invite State-Recognized Tribes to participate in consultation based on a demonstrated interest in the undertaking's effects on historic properties.

Consultation with unrecognized Maryland Indian Groups occurs at the same level as any other consulting party.  MD Indian Groups are legitimate community groups that are usually incorporated, with deep historic, prehistoric, and environmental interests.






MD STATE RECOGNIZED TRIBES 
Piscataway Conoy Tribe 
Piscataway Indian Nation 

OTHER MD INDIAN GROUPS 
Assateague Peoples Tribe 
Pocomoke Indian Tribe 
Accohannock Indian Tribe 
Nause-Waiwash Band of Indians 
Youghiogheny River Band of Shawnee 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Maryland formally recognized the  Piscataway Conoy Tribe and the Piscataway Indian Nation in early 2012.  

Maryland has 5 unrecognized indigenous Indian groups.  The Accohannock have a petition for state recognition currently under review.




Modern Maryland Tribes and Indian Groups 
Shawnee 

Piscataway 

Nause-
Waiwash 

Accohannock 

Pocomoke 

Assateague 
 
SHA District 

Individuals Reporting Native 
American Ancestry Solely or In 

Conjunction with One Other 
Ancestry 

Location of Modern 
MD Indigenous Indian Tribes and 

Groups 

District 1 597 Accohannock, Pocomoke, 
Assateague, Nause-Waiwash 

District 2 730 Nause-Waiwash  
District 3 9,479 Piscataway 
District 4 3,636 
District 5 3,634 Piscataway 
District 6 507 Shawnee 
District 7 2,143 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here  are the locations of the modern MD Indian groups.   Note that large parts of the state are not covered.  In instances where no MD SRT or Indian group has indicated interest in an area, the MCIA is the primary Maryland contact. Federally recognized tribe interests also cover these areas.   

The chart indicates Indian populations in SHA Districts from the 2010 census, and also shows which districts contain modern Indian communities.




CONSULTATION PROCESS 
• All new Project Planning project starts 
• All old Project Planning projects, and any other project 

with prehistoric sites, high prehistoric potential, areas of 
known interest, or need for archeological survey 

• Federally Recognized Tribes  are treated like another 
federal agency 

• State Recognized Tribes  and MD Indian Groups are 
treated like other consulting parties 

• Use Notification and Project Information forms 
• Transmit project data at all project critical decision 

points 
• Send information until tribes say stop 
 

 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
SHA has elected to have a standardized approach to consultation with Federally recognized tribes rather than attempting a tribe-specific approach.

SHA does project-specific consultation internally on behalf of FHWA.  The point of 1st notification will often correspond to the first project letter to  the Maryland Historical Trust.  FHWA is copied.

Communications from SHA to Federally recognized tribe are signed by the director of OPPE for the SHA Administrator.  Communications to the SRT and other Maryland groups are signed by the Cultural Resources Section ADC. 





FORMS 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The two forms used by SHA were adapted from similar PennDOT forms and the Federally recognized tribes are familiar with them.  The blue one is a project notification form, sent once at the start of projects.  The yellow form acts as a cover sheet for the submission of subsequent project information.  The forms minimize the need for letters.

We use email to the extent possible and also have an FTP site to transmit reports.  There are several Tribes and groups that lack sufficient electronic capabilities to receive and send such documents.
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